
DECLAXATION OF SENTIMENTS 
O F  THE 

AMERICAN: ANTI-SLAVERY SOCiETY. , 

, Adopted a t  the Formation of said Society, in Philadelphia, 

on the 4th  day of December, 1833. 

D E C L A R A T I O N ,  
The Convention assembled in the City of Philadelphia, to organize a National Anti- 

Slavery Society, promptly seize the o po~tuuity to promulgate the lbllowing DECLAEA- 
TlON OF SENTIMENTS, as chcrishel by.them in relation to the enslavement of one-sixth 
portion of the American people. 

More thau fiftyseven years have elapsed since a band of patriots convened in this place, 
to devise measures for the deliverance of this country from a foreign yoke. The conier- 
atol~e upon which the fouuded the TEJIPLE OF FREEDOMwas broadly this-" that all men 
are created equal ; auY they are eudowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights i 
that amon., these are life, LIBERTY, a d  the pursnit of haypiuess." At the souud of their. 
arumpet-caYl, three millions of people rose up as from the deep of death. und roslled to the 
atrife of blood; deeming it more glorious to die instantly ns freemen, thau desimble to live 
one hour as slaves. They were Ibw in number-poor in resources ;but the honest convic- 
tion that TRUTH, and RIG~IT JUSTICE, were ou their side, made them invincible. 

TVe havc met together for the achielemeut of an enterprise, without which that of our 
fathers is incomplete ; and which, for its magnitude,%olemiiity, and probable result8 upou 
the destniy of the world, as far tmnsccnds theirs as moral truth does physical force. 
In p r i r y  of motive, iu earuestnesa of zed, in decision of purpose, in intrepidity of action, 

in pteadfutuess of hith, in sincerity of spirit, we would not be iubrior to then. 
Their p~iuciples led them to wage war agaiust their oppreasors, and to spill human blood 

like water in order to be free. Ours forbid the doing of evil that good umy come, uud lead us 
to reject, and to entreat the oppressed to reject, the use of d l  carnal weapons for deliverance 
from bondnge; relying solely upon those which are spiritual, and mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds.

T h r  meaaures were physical resistauce-the marshalliug in arms-the hostile array-the 
mortll eucounbr. Ours shdl be such only as the opposition of m o d  purity to moral wmuy-
tiou-slit: destructiou of error by the potency of truth-the overthrow of prejudice by the 
power or lore-nud the abolitiou of slavery by the spirit of repentance. 

Tlaerr grievauces, great as they were, were trifiiug in comparison with the wrongs and saf-
ferings oh those for whom we plead. Our fathers were never slal-es-never bought and sold 
like ca;tle-never phut out from the light of knowledge and religion-never subjected to the 
lash of bmtal task-masters. 

But those for wlioae emnncipntion we are striving-constitutiug, at  the present time, at 
Icut one-slxth p u t  of our countrymen-are recognized by the law, and treated by their fel- 
bw-lciuga, as marketable commodities, 83 goods and chattels, as brute beasts; are plnndered 
daily of tue fiuita of their toil without redress ;really enjoying no constitutional nor legal p m  
tecriol~from liceutious and murderous outrnges upon their persons, are rotblesely torn asuu- 
r&tlle tcnder babe b m  the arms of its frantic mother-the heart-broken wife from her 
-piu,a husband-at the caprice or pleasure of irresponsible tyrauts. Fw the crime of hav. 
ln; a Ill1k ~omplcxion, they euffer the pangs of hunger, the intl~ction of rtripes, aud (he iguo- 
mlny of brutd servitude. They are kept In heathenish darkness by lmwa expmesly eeuacted 
to mp& their instruction a criminal offence. 

These are the prominent cironrnstnnces in the cvndition of more than two millious of our 
tbe proof of which may bB found in thousamla of idimputable fat@ a d  in the lawn 

of the alaveholding States. 
Hence we wamtain,-that in view of the civil and religious pride,- of this nstiap, the 

guilt of its oppression is unequalled by any other on the fete of tbe h n h :  wd, therefore, 
That it is bouu(t to repent instaidy, t0 undo the heavy burden, to brmk w e 7  yoke, To 

lot the oppressed go free. 



We forther maintain,-hit no mau haaa right to enslqve or itnbrutk his blvt6et-to hold 01. ,
acknoPirledge him, for om moment, aa a piece of merch@dize--to k?e bac is him by fmud 
- o r  to brutalize his mind by denying him the means of intellectua[ w i T a h d  moral im 

. provement, 
The right to enjoy libert is inalienable. To invade it is to usurp the prerogative of Jeho 

vah. Every man has a riggt to his own body-the products of his own labor-to theprotec 
tion of law, ahd to the common advantages of society. I t  is piracy to buy or steal a native 
AGcan, and'subject him to servitude. Surely the siu is as greatato emlavo an ~weRr!c#a,as 
an AFRICAN. 

Therefore we believe and affirm-That there is no difference in principle, between the Afri- 
can slave-trade and American Slavery. 

That every American citizen who retaius a human being in invdlnntary bondage as his 
property, is, according to Scripture (Ex. xxi. 16). a aaN STEALER: 

That the slaves ought instantly to be set free, and brought under the protection of law : 
That if they lived from the time of Pharaoh down to the Ryesent period, nud had beeu en- 

tailed through successive generations, their ri.ght to be free could never have beeu alienated. 
bnt their claim4 would have constantly risen ~n solemnity. 

That all those laws which are now in fume, admitting the right of slnvery, are therefore 
before God utterly null and void; being a11 audacious usurpation of the Divine preropnti\ e, a 
daring infringement on the law of nature, a base overthrow of the very fouudations of the ao 
cia1 compact, a complete extinction of all the relations, endearments, and obligations of miru 
kind, and a presnmptuoua transgmsion of all the holy commandments-and that therefore 
they ought instantly to be abrogated. . 

We further believe and drm-That all persons of color who possess the qualifica-
tions which are demanded of others, ought to be admitted forthwith to the eujoymeut of the 
same privileges, and the exercise of the same prerogatives, as others; and that the paths of 
preferment, of wealth, aud of intelligence, should be opeued as widely'to them as to permus 
of a white complexion. 

We maintain that no compensation should be given to the planters emancipating the 
alaves ; 

Because it would be a surrender of the great fundamental principle that man cannot hold 
property in man ; 

Because SLAVERY A CRIME,IS AND THEREFORE IS NOT AN ARTICLE TO BE SOLD : 
, Because the holders of slaves are not the just proprietors of what they claim ; freeing the 

slaves is not depriving them of property, but restoring it to its rightful owners; it ia not wrong 
ing the master, but nghting&e slave-restoring him to himself; 

Because immediate and general emancipation would only destroy nominnl, not renl pro- 
I perty; it would not am utate a limb or break a bone of thk slaves, but by infusing motives 

mto their breasts, wouli  make them doubly valuable to the masters as free labourera; and 
Became, if compensation i to be given at all, it should be given to the outraged aud gnilt- 

lees slaves, and not to those who have plundered and abused them. 
We regard as delusive, cruel, and dangerous, auy scheme of expatriation, which pretends 

te aid, either directly or indirectly, iu the emancipation of the slaves, or to be a substitute 
for the immediate and total abolition of Slavery. 

We fully and unanimously reco-nize the sovereinnty of each State, to legislate exclusively 
on the subject of the Slavery wh$h is tolerated w h i u  its limits ; we concede that Congress, ' 

Lkepreaent wioau.4 compact, has no right to iuterfere with any of the slave States, in 
relahon to this momentous subject: 

But we maintain thatcongress has a right, and in solemnly bound, to mppreaa the domestic 
alave-trade between the several Stateq and to abolish Sbvery in those portions of our terri- 
tory which the Constitution has placed uuder its exclusive jurisdiction. 

We also maintain that there are, at  the resent time, the hiuhest obligations resting upon 
the people of the free Gtates, to remove &very by moral an8  political action, as prescribed 
in the Constitution of the United Statea They are now living under a pledge of their tre- 
mendoua phpical force, to faaten the galling fetters of tyranny upon the hmbs of millions in 
the Southern States; t h ~  are liable to be called at any moment to suppress a general insor- 
rection of the rlavea; they pathorize the slave owner to vote on three-fifths of bis slaves ar 
ppe - ,  and thw enable him to perpetuate his oppression; they support a standing army at  
the South for it6 y t ec t ion  ; and they r i m  the dave who haa esca ed into their territoIks, 
and send him bac to be t o w  by an enraged master or a bmtaI k e r .  This relation to ; 
Slavery is criminal and fall of dan er: IT NUST BE BROKEN UP. 

These are our views and principf-these our designs and meaeures. With entire confi- 
dence in the overding jlrstice of God, we ~ l a u t  ourselves upon the ~eclnmtion of o w  lnde- 
pendence and thehuthe of divine revelation as upon the Everlasting Rock. 

We shall organize Anti-Shvery Societies, if possible, in every city, town, and rill%e, in 
our n u &  

We shall send forth agents to lift up the voicq of remonstrance, pf w d g ,  of entrenty, 
and rebuke. c 

We shall circulate, -parin& and extensively, anti-slavery tracte and periodicals. 



We shall elllist tbe pulpit and the press in the cause of the suKeriug.aud the duub. 
We shah atm at a purification of the churches from all lu the , d t  uf Slavery. 
We shall encourage the labor of freemen lather than that of slaves, by giviuga preference 

to their and ' 
We shall spare no exertions nor means to bring the whole nation to speedy repentance. 
Our trust for victory is solely in God. We may be personally defeated, but our princi La 

nevet. T ~ G T H ,  REISOX, HUXANITY, JUSTICI*, must and will gloriousty trium+. A~reaf; a 
' b e t  is coming up to the help uf the Lord against the mighty, and the prospect before us is 

full of encoulagement. 
Submitting this DECLARATION to the candid examination af the people of this country, 

and of the friends of libert throughout the world, we hereby affix our siguatureg to i t ;  
pled9ng uurselvea.that, unler the widance and by the help of Almighty God, we will do all 

- that lu us lieq connistently with th?s Declaration of our rinciples, to overthrow the most 
execrable system of Slavery that has ever been witnesses upon earth-to deliver our land 
fro111 its deadliest curse-to wipe out the foulest stain which rests upon our lurtional eacut- 
cheon-and to secure to the colored populatiou of the United States all the rights and privi- 
leges which belong to them as men, and as Americana-come what may to our peraorls, our 
interests, or our reputation-whether we live to witneae the triumph of LIBERTY, JUSTICE, 

aud H U X A ~ T Y ,or perish untimely as martyrs in this great, benevolent, and holy cause. 
Done at Philadelphia, the 6th day of December, A. D. 1833. 

P R E A M B L E  
TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ANERICAN ANTI-SLdVERY SOCIETY. 

Whereaa, the Most High God "hath made of one blood all nations of inen to dwell on all 
the face of the earth," and hath commanded them to love their neighbors as themselves; 
and whereas, our national existence is baed upon this rinciple, as recognized in the Decla- 
ration of Independence, that all men are created equaf and that they are endowed by their I' 

Creator with certain inalienable righta, among which are life, l ikrty,  and the pursuit of h a p  
pinesn;" aud whereas, after the lapse of nearly sixty years, sincc the G t h  and honor of the 
American people were pledged to this avowal, before Almighty God, aud the world, nearly 
one-sixth part of the natlon are held in bondage by their fellow-citizens ; and whereas, Slavery 
is contrary to the principles of natural justice, of our republican form of Government, and of 
the Christian Religion, and is destructive to the prosperity of the country, while it is endan- 
gering the peace, union, and liberty of the States; and whereas, we believe it the duty aud 
anterest of the masters, immediately to emancipate their slaves, and thnt no scheme of expa- 
triation, either voluntary or by compulsion, can remove this great and increasing evil: and, 
whereae, we believe that it is practicable, by appeals to the consciences, hearts, aud interests 
of the people, to awaken a public sentiment throunhout the nation, tbnt will be opposed to the 
continnance of Slavery in any part of tho ~ e ~ u b f h ,  andby effecting the speedy abolition of 
Slavery, r  t  a general convulsion ; and whereas, we believe we owe it to the oppressed, 
to our fe ow-citizens who hold slaves, to our whole country, to posterity, aud to God, to do 
all that ia lawfully in our power to bring abdut the extinction of Blavey, we do hereby 
agree, with a prayerful reliance on the Divine aid, to form onmehe6 into a society, to be  
governed bx the following Conatitntion. 

The Constitutipn of the American Anti-Slavery Society we omit, to make room for 
a brief e x t m t  &om the Address adopted by the Society in 1844. The &sition then as-
sumed, the Members of the Society hold to be strictly in accordance with the Declaration of 
Sentiments and the Constitutioh of 1833. We ca11 give only the commencement of the Ad-
dress-which is long. From this brief statement of the principlee of the American Anti-
Blavey Society, the intelligent reader will understand oar aims and oupmeasures. 

A D D R E S S .  
At the Tenth Annirersuy of the American Anti-Slavery Bodety, held h the city of New- 

Vork. May Ith, 1644,-after grave deliberation, ~ n d  a-low pnd earnest diecussion,-it was de- 
cided, b a vote of nearly three to one of the members present, that fidelity to the &use of 
human &xiom, hatred of oppreaaion, sympathy for thlre who are held in chaim 4dare?' in this republic, and allegiance to God, require that the existing national compact should be 
htant ly  diaaolved; that seceseion from the g o v e m t  is a religious and political duty ; t?8L 



the motto inscribed oq the banner of Freedom should be, NO UNION WITH SLAVB- 
HOLDERS ; that it is impracticable for t rautu aud t h e  euemies of tfl-anny ,&I got~lesce and 
legislate together for the presen-ation of gumall rights, or the promotion of thetintereau of 
Liberty; nud that revolutionary grouud should be occupied by all those who abhor the 
thought of doiug evil that good may come, and who do uot mean ts compromise the princi- 
plea of Justice and Humanity. 

A decision involving such momentorn consequences, so well calcnlated to' sturtle the p& 
lic m i d ,  so hati le to the established order of things, demands of us, as the official repreaeq 
tatires of the Ameiican Anti-Slavery Society, a statemeut of the reasons which led to it. This 
is due not ouly to the Society, hut also to the country aud the world. 

It is declared by the Americau people to be a aelf-evideut truth, 1' that all men are created 
cqnal; that they ate eodowed BY THEIR CREATOR with certnin i d e n a b l e  rights; that 
among these are tfe, LIBERTY, and the pursuit of happiness." It is fanher maintai~,ed by . 
them, that ((all governments derive their just powers from the couseut of the goverucd :17 that 
.' wheiiever any form of gorerument becomes destrnctive of humau rights, it ie the right of the 
people to alter or to abolish it, and iwtitute a uew government, layingfts funudatiou on such 
principles, and organizing its powers in such form, Us to them shall seem most likely to eEect 
their safety and happiness." These doctriues the patriots of 1776 sealed with their blood. 
They would not bmok even the menace of oppression. They held that there should be uu 
delay in resisting, at what&er c0.t or peril, the first ei~croachmeurs of power ou their libel; 
ties. Appealiug to the great Ruler of the univeme for the rectitude of their course: they 
pledged to each other their lives, their fwtunes, aud their sacred honor," to conquer or 
per& in their struggle to be free. 

For the example which they set to all pbople bub'ected to a despotic sway, aud the sacri- 
fices wl~icli they made, tbcir desceudants cherish tieir memories with gratitude, re\erence 
their virtues, liouor 4qi r  deeds, aud glory iu their triumphs. 

I t  is uot uecessaq+, therefore, for us to prove that a state of Slavery is iucompetible with 
the dictates of reason and hu~nauity : or that it is lawful to throvt otfa govemmeut which in 
at war with tbe sacred rights of mankiud. 

We regard this as indeed a solemu ciisis, which requires of every man sobriety of thought 
prophetic forecast, iudeyendeut jud-meut, iuviucible determinat~on, and a sound heart. A 
revoluiiouruy step is one that shod8 uot be taken hastily, nor followed under the influence 
of impulsive imitation, To kuow what spirit they are of-whether they have conuted tho 
cost of the w a r f u p w h a t  are the priuciples they advocate-aud how they are to achieve 
their ubject-is the fir& duty of rev01utionist.v. 

But, while circumspectiou and prudeuce are excellent qualities in every great emergency, 
thcy become the allies of tyrauuy whenevcr they restraiu prompt, bold aud decisive nctiou - - - - 

w&ust it. 
%We charge upon the present uatioaal compakt, that it formed at the ex ense of humau 
liberty, by a profligate surrender of principle, and to this hour is cemeuted wit1 human blond. 

We charge upon the Americau Coustitutiou, that it coutaius provisions, and eujoina dutiea, 
which make it ulilawful for freemeu to take the oath of allegiauce to it, because they are 
expressly deaiped to Eavor a slaveholdiug oligarchy, and, couseqnently, to make one portiou 
of the people a prey to another. 

We charge upon the existing untional government, that it is a11 inmpportable despotism; 
wielded by a power which is superior to all legal and coustitutioual restraints-equally iudis- 
posed aud wable tq potect  the lives or lihcrties of the people--the prop and safepard of 
American Shve~y. * u * a 

ANTI-SLAVERY N E W S P A P E R S .  
T w  A.YTI-~%AVERY BUGLE is published weekly, at Salem, O., at $1 50 per aundm. 

Tn&P W ~ S Y L V A X T &  FREZXAN is published weekly, at the offlce of the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Anti Slavery Society, No. 31 North Fifth street, Philadelphia, at $1 per annum. 

THE L BERATOR is published w ckly, nt the ofice of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, 8 KO. : 1 Coruhill, Boston, at $, per annum. 

THY. N..TIOSAL ANTI-SLAVERY STANDARD is pnblished weekly, at the office of thc American 
Anti qarery Sooietp, No. 112 Blarrsau street, New Yotk, at $1 Der annum. 

, r 
~ A B T I - S L A V E R Y  PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE AT ALL THE ABOVE O~PICES. - 
rPVBLl$PTP BT THE A I L R I C A N  ANT&SLAVERY SOCIETY, 142 NASSAU-STREET, $ ~ - I O Q K .  
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W h 9. Uoa,  Wntar. V I  a 


