Tag questions
(are you? doesn’t he?, etc.)
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You're not working late, are you? It was a good film, wasn’t it?

Are you? and wasn’t it? are tag questions (= mini-questions tbat we put on the end of a
sentence). In tag questions we use the auxiliary verb (see Unit 49). For the present and
past use do/does/did: They came by car, didn’t they?

n Normally we use a positive tag question with a negative sentence:

negative sentence + positive tag

Tom won’t be late,  will he?

They don’tlike us, do they?
That isn’t George over there, isit?

And normally we use a negative tag question with a positive sentence:

positive sentence +  negative tag
Ann will be here soon, won’t she?
Tom should pass his exam, shouldn’t he?

They were very angry, weren’t they?

Notice the meaning of yes and no in answers to tag questions:

’ 3 Yes. (=1 am going)
® You're not going to work today, are you?

No. (=I'm not going)
)l The meaning of a tag question depends on how you say it. If the voice goes down, YOu

aren’t really asking a question; you are only asking the other person to agree with Jou:
® *“Tom doesn’t look very well today, ddgs he?”  “No, he looks awful.

® She’s very attractive. She has beautiful dn’t she?
' ' Ty : eyes, doasn’t she?
But if the voice goes up, it is a real question: :

® “You haven’t seen Ann today, have ?” “No, I'm afraid I haven't.”

(= Have you seen Ann today?)

We often use a negative sentence + positive tag to ask for things or information, or to ask

someone to do something. The voice goes up at the end of the tag in sentences like these:
® “You wouldn’t have

g : acigarette, would ygh?” *““Yes, here you are:
= “You coul’dn tdo me a favor, could yoa?” “It depends what 1t1s.
® “You don’t know where Ann is,do ygh?”  “Sorry, I have no idea.

n After Let’s. . . the tag question is shall we?:
b e | pet’s( g0 out for a walk, shall we?
er the imperative (do/don’t do somethip the tag is wi 2
B Open the door, will 2 &

: you?
Notice that we say aren’tI? (= am | not):
® I'm late, aren’t 1?

[



UNIT 50 Exercises

Wn a tag question on the end of each sentence.

Examples: Tom won’t be late, w/// he... ? They were very angry, werm'z:.t.b.e.y. ?

1. Ann’sonvacation, ......................... ? 9. There are alot of people here, ........ ?
2. Youweren'tlistening, ... .. ? 10. Let’shavedinner, .........cccoevveeeee.... ?
3. Sue doesn’tlike onions, ................. ? 11. Thisisn’t very interesting, ............... ?
4. Jack applied for the job, ................ 2: A2 Bvtoofats: e cnpaidn i ?
5. Youhave acamera, ...................... ? 13. Youwouldn’t tell anyone, ............... ?
0 YORCHR VDR, ..ot itiosn it ? 14. Ishouldn’t have gotten angry, ......... ?
7. He won’t mind if I leave early, .......... ? 15.. They had to O BOME,;. ....consiscnssaisns ?
8. Tom could helpyou, ......................... ? 16. He’d never seen you before, ............ ?

S1IWA Read the situation and then write a sentence with a tag question. In each example you are
asking your listener to agree with you.

Example: You are with a friend outside a restaurant. You are looking at the prices. It’s very
expensive. What do yousay? IS .very expens/ve, (Sm’t.jt.? .. . ... .

1. You look out of the window. It’s a beautiful day. What do you say to your friend? It’s

2. You've just come out of a movie theater with your friend. You both really enjoyed the
movie. You thought it was great. What do yousay? Themovie ...

3. Bob’s hair is much shorter. Clearly he has had his hair cut. What do you say to him?
You

; very.good. Whardoyousaytoyoacinend? ~ 16 oo o o S o o
i 5. You are talking about Bill. You know that Bill works very hard. Everyone knows this.
| What do you say about Bill?  Bill

! In these situations you are asking people for information, asking people to do things, etc.
, Make sentences like those in section c.

| Example: You want a cigarette. Perhaps Tom has one. Ask him. 5
| T0m,. You don’t. NAVE.8.CIGAYELLE, A0 You D ... . .
1. Jackis just going out. You want him to get some stamps. Ask him.

JACK, FOM COUIAR e e cobasums sopensnsbons o AR oo S
2. You're looking for Ann. Perhaps Alan knows where she is. Ask him.
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3. You need some paper. Perhaps Tom has some. Ask him.

y ¥ R e RS v B R T R - LA T
4, A(r)lr:’hasa car,and you '(.Zlgl:l't want to walk home. You want her to give you a lift. Ask

Ber, AT 8. L et han i s R NSNS NRO
5. You're looking for your purse. Perhaps Liz has seenit. Ask her.




[l We use negative questions especially:
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To show surprise:

® Didn’t you hear the bell? I rang it four times.
In exclamations:

B Doesn’t that dress look nice! (= that dress looks nice)
When we expect the listener to agree with us:

; ® “Haven’t we met somewhere before?” “Yes, I think we have. -
Notice the meaning of yes and no in answers to negative questions:

® Didn’t Dave pass his exams? AI:Yes. (= Yes, he passed them.)

: No. (= No, he didn’t pass them.)
Note the word order in negative questions with Why . ( 2o ;
® Why didn’t you lock the door? (not why you didn’t lock)

: Vvtllll:y don,’t we go out to eat? (not why we don’t go)
y can’t you help me? (not wh )
ekl e ( Yy you can’t help me)

invited to the party? (not why Mary wasn’t)



F Make negative questions. Each time you are surprised.

Example: ““We won’t see Ann this evening.” “Oh! (she /not / come to the party tonight?)”
Asn’t. She.coming La.the party Lanight 2. ...

1. “I hope we don’t meet Brian tonight.” *“Why? (you/not/like 7Y ) oy SRR R S
2. “I’ll have to borrow some money.” “Why? (you/not/have {’any?)“ .........................
3. “Don’t go and see that movie.” “Why? (it/ not (e X b ) R e .

Make negative questions with “Why . ... a

- (T didt lock the door.) Wy .aidnt. yau lack the.dear . ............
Sk s 8\/?;?; \:/asn’t invited to)the party.) Why. wasn't/lary. invited tathe party?
?
1. (I don’tlike GEOTEE.) . stseesssnssscnsesmssmmanssioty: you )
3 (Jimwasn’tatworktoday.) Why ................. :
3. (I’m not readyye[,) Why ................................ 9
4. (Suedoesn’teatfruit.) ....... .......................................... N
5. (Maria can’t come to the MEEtiNg.)  .eoooemmvnesinminsnnsnnnees



